	Wednesday, June 5, 2002
	JOSEPH IMPRISONED
	Genesis 40:1 – 41:57


Ancient Egypt was a land of great contrasts.  People were either rich beyond measure of poverty stricken.  There wasn’t much middle ground.  Joseph found himself serving Potiphar, an extremely rich officer in Pharaoh’s service.  Rich families like Potiphar’s had elaborate homes two or three stories tall with beautiful gardens and balconies.  They enjoyed live entertainment at home as they chose delicious fruit from expensive bowls.  They surrounded themselves with alabaster vases, paintings, beautiful rugs, and hand-carved chairs.  Dinner was served on golden tableware, and the rooms were lighted with gold lamp stands.  Servants, like Joseph, worked on the first floor, while the family occupied the upper stories.

IN CONTRAST

Egyptian jails were grim places with vile conditions.   They were used to house forced laborers or, like Joseph, the accused who were awaiting trial.  Prisoners were guilty until proven innocent, and there was no right to a speedy trial.  Many prisoners never made it to court because trials were held at the whim of the ruler.  Joseph was in jail two years before he appeared to Pharaoh, and then he was called out to interpret a dream, not to stand trial.

FILL IN THE BLANKS:

1. "And it came to pass after these things that the __________ and the _________ of the king of Egypt offended their lord, the king of Egypt." GENESIS 40:1

2. "So he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison, the place where____________ was confined." GENESIS 40:3

3. "Then the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison, dreamed a _______________, both of them." GENESIS 40:5

UNDERLINE THE CORRECT ANSWER:

4. "And they said to him, 'We each have dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter of it.' And Joseph said to them..." GENESIS 40:8

a. Do not interpretations belong to God?

b. Tell them to me, please.

c. both of these

TRUE OR FALSE:

5. The Pharaoh "restored the chief butler to his butlership again, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh's hand. But he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them." GENESIS 40:21-22

FILL IN THE BLANKS:

6. "Yet the chief butler did not remember Joseph, but ___________ him." GENESIS 40:23"Then it came to pass, at the end of two full _________, that Pharaoh had a dream." GENESIS 41:1

7. "Now it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men.  And Pharaoh told them his _______________, but there was no one who could interpret them for Pharaoh." GENESIS 41:8

8. "Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the ______________; and he shaved, changed his clothing, and came to Pharaoh." GENESIS 41:14

CIRCLE THE CORRECT WORDS:

After Joseph interpreted Pharaoh's dreams, Pharaoh "said to his servants, 'Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit of God?' Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, 'Inasmuch as (GOD, MAN) has shown you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as you. You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word; only in regard to the (CROWN, THRONE) will I be greater than you.' " GENESIS 41:38-40

One boy told another, "My father and I know everything." When the other boy asked a hard question, the boy just said, "That’s one for my dad." Joseph knew he and his Father knew everything, and if Joseph didn’t know something, certainly God did.
DISCUSS WITH A PARENT

9. As a prisoner and slave, Joseph could have seen his situation as hopeless.  Instead he did his best with each small task given him.  His diligence and positive attitude were soon noticed by the chief jailer, who then promoted him to prison administrator.  Give some examples how you might follow Joseph’s example at home or at school.  What good might come from it?

BONUS

10. What was the cupbearer’s job for Pharaoh?







