LESSON FIFTY
ISRAEL IN GOSHEN AND JOSEPH'S WISE RULE
Memory Verse: Genesis 47:12..........Lesson: Genesis 47:1-31
I. JACOB AND HIS SONS BEFORE PHARAOH. v. 1-10
    A. Joseph's Brethren Before Pharaoh. v. 1-6
        1. Their arrival announced. v. 1
        2. Their persons presented. v. 2
        3. Their occupation declared. v. 3
        4. Their purpose explained. v. 4
        5. Their desire stated. v. 4
        6. Their request granted. v. 5,6
        7. Their promotion indicated. v. 6

    B. Joseph's Father Before Pharaoh. v. 7-11
        1. The aged Jacob's blessing. v. 7 What a meeting!! The mighty monarch and the aged but wise and dignified Jacob meet. Formerly Jacob had sent gifts to Pharaoh, but now he pronounces a blessing. This involved Jacob's religion and his God. "Christ will, at His second advent, present His brethren, the Jews, in the court of heaven, restoring them to the place of blessing in the earth. As Jacob here blesses King Pharaoh, so Israel's portion in the Millennium will be that of blessing the kings of the earth."Keith L. Brooks
        2. The aged Jacob's history. v. 8,9; Heb. 7:7

            a. Joseph was not 39 years old. Gen. 41:46, 45:6 He was born when his father was 91 and had spent 14 years in Padanaram. Gen. 30:25 Jacob was 77 years old when he left Beersheba after receiving the blessing. Gen. 28:1
            b. Jacob's life a pilgrimage. v. 9 That pilgrimage had been: (1) Perpetual; (2) Short; (3) Sad. God's people should ever remember that they are pilgrims. See Heb. 11:13; I Pet. 2:11. 
            c. He had not attained the years of his fathers. Abraham had lived to he 175 and Isaac lived to be 180.

        3. The aged Jacob departs. v. 10

II. JOSEPH'S WISE ADMINISTRATION. v. 11-26
    A. His Wise Policy Toward The Israelites. v. 11,12
        1. He gave them a possession in the best of the land. v. 11
        2. He gave them their portion of food. v. 12 (without charge)
        3. He gave them protection. v. 12

    B. His Wise Policy Toward The Egyptians. v. 13-26
        1 . The grain sold for money, until the money was all gone. v. 13,14
        2. The grain traded for their livestock. v. 15-17
        3. The grain traded for their land. v. 18-20
        4. The people moved to the cities, near the stored grain. v. 21
        5. The priests of Egypt were not disturbed. v. 22
        6. The people given seed to plant for a 20% tax. v. 23,24 This was reasonable according to their standards. Among some nations seed tax amounted to approximately 50%.
        7. The gratitude of the people. v. 25 Critics have said that Joseph over-charged and over-taxed the people, but this verse indicates that the people did not think so.
        8. The (long-standing) law. v. 26

III. JACOB'S RESIDENCE IN EGYPT. v. 27-31
    A. Jacob's Residence For Seventeen Years. v. 27,28
        1. His family lived in prosperous security. v. 27
        2. Jacob lived in peace and comfort for 17 years. v. 28

    B. Jacob's Request His Decease. v. 29-31
        1. He knew of his approaching death. v. 29
        2. He knew that he should not be buried in Egypt. v. 29
        3. He desired to be buried in the promised land. v. 30
        4. Joseph's promise to return him to Canaan. v. 31 See Heb. 11:21

STUDY QUESTIONS
1. What did Pharaoh say that Joseph's brethren could be rulers over in Egypt?
2. How old was Jacob at this time? What was Joseph's age?
3. What did Jacob say about his pilgrimage?
4. What did he mean that he had not attained unto the days of the years of the life of his fathers?
5. Describe Joseph's wise dealings with his brethren.
6. Describe his wise dealings with the Egyptians.
7. What per-cent return were the people to give for planting seed?
8. How long did Jacob live in Egypt before his death?
9. How old was he when he died?

LESSON FIFTY-ONE
JACOB ADOPTS & BLESSES EPHRAIM & MANASSEH
Memory Verse: Genesis 48:21..........Lesson: Genesis 48:1-22
I. JACOB ADOPTS THE TWO SONS OF JOSEPH. v. 1-7
    A. Jacob On His Sick-Bed. v. 1,2
        1. Joseph told of his father's sickness. v. 1
        2. Joseph takes Manasseh and Ephraim to his father. v. 1 This was providential, regardless of whether Joseph had any prior knowledge of what was about to take place.
        3. Jacob received the news of Joseph's coming. v. 2
        4. Israel strengthened himself. v. 2 Note that it is Jacob, the father, the fleshly man that receives the message; but it is Israel the theocratic and divinely appointed head of the nation, the spiritual man who "strengthened himself."

    B. Jacob Recalls The Promise Of God. v. 3,4
        1. God appeared unto him in Luz and blessed him. v. 3 See Gen. 28:10-19 and Gen. 35:6-13.
        2. It was El Shaddai"God Almighty" that appeared unto him. How we need to see God as God Almighty, the all-powerful, all sufficient one. Modern theology attempts to make man all-mighty, instead of Almighty God!
        3. The promise concerning his seed. v. 4
        4. The promise concerning the land. v. 4

    C. Jacob Adopts Ephraim And Manasseh. v. 5-7
        1. They received the birthright. v. 5; I Chron. 5:1,2
        2. They received tribal rights on a par with Reuben and Simeon. v. 5
        3. Any further children of Joseph would be under Ephraim and Manasseh. v. 6
        4. Jacob's remembrance of Joseph's mother. v. 7 This was the natural thing since these were her grandchildren.

II. JACOB BLESSES THE TWO SONS OF JOSEPH. v. 8-22
    A. Ephraim And Manasseh Presented. v. 8-12
        1. Israel must ask who they are because of poor sight. v. 8,10
        2. Notice that the blessing is pronounced by Israel and not Jacob. v. 8 As Jacob (the supplanter), he had no power to bless, but as Israel (Prince with God), he did have the right to bless.
        3. He kisses and embraces them. v. 10
        4. He has been blessed of God. v. 11
        5. Joseph bows in respect before his father. v.12

    B. The Blessing Pronounced. v. 13-16
        1. The human order of blessing. v. 13
        2. The divine and spiritual order of blessing. v. 14

            a. The younger to have the greater blessing.
            b. This is ever so. Isaac was preferred above Ishmael, and Jacob before Esau. It was so of Cain that Abel, the second born, was the accepted one. It was also true of the first Adam and the Last Adam. It is so of redeemed men that the flesh is born first but the second born (spiritual man) has first place.

        3. They are blessed in Joseph. v. 15 The blessing was an act of faith according to Heb. 11:21.
        4. The Trinity of God is involved in the blessing. v. 15,16

            a. God before whom my fathers walkedFatherFatherhood. 
            b. God which fed meHoly SpiritSanctification.
            c. The Angel which redeemed meChristRedemption. Here is introduced for the first time, the Hebrew word "gaal" which is translated redeemer. It carries the idea of a kinsman redeemer. See Isa. 43:1; 49:26; and the Scofield note on Isa. 59:20. See also Ex. 6:6; Psa. 103:4; 50:34; Hos. 13:14; Job 19:25.

        5. The blessings to be received. v. 16

    C. The Preference Cannot Be Renounced. v. 17-20
        1. Joseph attempts to change his father's will. v. 17,18
        2. He cannot change that which is the sovereign will of God. v. 19
        3. Ephraim placed before Manasseh. v. 20 This was wonderfully fulfilled in the history of the tribes. Ephraim was not only more numerous, but was more powerful and influential.

    D. Israel's Parting Words. v.21,22 (To Joseph) 
        1. Behold, I die, but God . . . v. 21

            a. I die, but God will remain.
            b. I die, and can no longer be with you, but God will never leave you.
            c. I die, and cannot bring you into the land, but God can, because He lives.

        2. Joseph received a double blessing. v. 22 He would be the father of two tribes.

STUDY QUESTIONS
1. Who are the two sons of Joseph?
2. When Jacob heard that Joseph was coming what did he do?
3. Why did Jacob have to ask who the two sons of Joseph were?
4. In what order did Joseph present his sons before his father?
5. Which of the sons was the firstborn? !
6. Which of the sons received the blessing of Jacob's right hand?
7. State other instances where the younger was blessed above the elder.
8. What did Jacob mean when he said, "Moreover I have given thee one portion above thy brethren?"
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LESSON FIFTY-TWO
JACOB THE PROPHET
Memory Verse: Genesis 49:10..........Lesson: Genesis 49:1-15
    Jacob calls for all of his sons to come, so that he might tell them what would happen to their offspring. v. 1,2 We do not ordinarily think of Jacob as a prophet, yet this chapter contains some remarkable prophecies. Like many other prophecies there is a double fulfillment. While many of these have been fulfilled in part, yet there is much to be fulfilled in the last days. Much of the Old Testament history unfolded just as it was prophesied in Genesis 49. This is very noticeable in the book of Joshua, as well as elsewhere.

I. TO FUTURE OF THE SON'S OF LEAH. v. 1-15
    A. Reuben The Firstborn. v. 3,4
        1. As the firstborn, he would have first rank among his brethren, leadership of the tribes and a double share of the inheritance. See Gen. 27:29; Deut. 21:17.
        2. Through sinful acts he forfeited these blessings.

            a. Lust—Gen. 35:22; Deut. 27:20
            b. Instability—James 1:6-8; II Pet. 2:14

        3. The fulfillment of this prophecy.

            a. Reuben did not prevail in regard to the birthright. I Chron. 5:1,2
            b. Reuben prevailed in nothing. No king, no prophet or judge came from Reuben. They settled on the wilderness side of Jordan. Num. 32:5; Judges 5:15,16. They were given the smallest portion.
            c. They were numerically weak. According to Num. 1:21, they numbered 46,500, yet in Numbers 26:7, they had shrunk to 43,000, although other tribes had grown.

    B. Simeon And Levi, Instruments Of Cruelty. v. 5-7
        1. Their sin described. Gen. 34:25
        2. God's judgment upon them.

            a. Simeon received his inheritance within the tribe of Judah. Josh. 19:1-8 Their number shrank from 59,300 in Num. 1, to 22,200 in Num. 26. See I Chron. 4:24,27.
            b. Levi only received cities scattered throughout the land. Josh. 14:4

        3. Levi joined Simeon in cruelty, but he was afterward joined to the Lord in grace. Ex. 32:26-28; Num. 25:6-13

    C. Judah The Lion's Whelp. v. 8-12
        1. To be praised by brethren. v. 8 Messianic fulfillment in Christ. I Chron. 5:2
        2. A lion's whelp. v. 9 A growing power. Rev. 5:5
        3. The sceptre and Shiloh. v. 10

            a. The sceptrerulership as a tribe. II Sam. 5:1-3
            b. ShilohMessiah

        4. His prosperity. v. 11,12 Messianic. Isa. 63:1-3

    D. Zebulun By The Sea. v. 13
    Here we note that Jacob passes from the 4th son to the 10th. Christ was to come out of Judah, but to live in the land of Zebulun. Deborah praised Zebulun. Jud. 5:18. They were faithful to David and were not of a double heart. I Chron. 12:33,40. A haven of ships and a seafaring people. See Matt. 4:15 and Isa. 9:1-7.

    E. Issachar The Strong. v. 14,15
    The ass was a useful animal and it was no disgrace to be called one. Horses were forbidden. He was to bear burdens. This tribe grew to be numerous and strong. In Num. 26:25 they numbered 64,300, but they increased to 87,000. I Chron. 7:5

STUDY QUESTIONS
1. Who was Jacob's firstborn?
2. How did he forfeit his rights as the firstborn?
3. What would be his failure?
4. What was God's judgment upon Simeon and Levi?
5. What does Judah mean?
6. What was not to depart from Judah?
7. To what does "shiloh" refer in verse 10?
8. What was Zebulun's inheritance to be? Issachar's?
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LESSON FIFTY-THREE
JACOB THE PROPHET
(Outline Continued)
Memory Verse: Genesis 49:33..........Lesson: Genesis 49:16-33
II. THE FUTURE OF THE SONS OF THE CONCUBINES. v. 16-21
    A. Dan A Serpent. v. 16-18
        1. Dan was of low birth. Gen. 30:1-6 His descendants are named in Num. 26:42, and are omitted in I Chron. 2-10 and Rev. 7. It was the first tribe to go into idolatry. Jud. 18:30
        2. Dan shall judge his people. Samson of Dan. Josh. 19:41; Jud. 13:2
        3. A serpent. See Gen. 3:15. Some scholars think that the anti-christ will come from this tribe.

    B. Gad The Overcomer. v. 19
    See Deut. 33:20-21. Gad's inheritance was in the land of Gilead, and they were subject to constant attacks by the Ammonites and Midianites. They were the first tribe to go into captivity. See I Chron. 5:18-26.

    C. Asher To Provide Dainties For Royalty. v. 20
    See Deut. 33:24. Olive oil and now petroleum oil is found in this region. See Luke. 2:36-38.

    D. Naphtali Means Wrestling. v. 21
    Lack of self control. Goodly words not used wisely. Capernaum, Bethsaida and Chorazin in the territory of Naphtali.

III. THE FUTURE OF THE SON'S OF RACHEL. v. 22-27
    A. Joseph The Fruitful Bough. v. 22-26
        1. He was fruitful. v. 22 

            a. By a well -- water.
            b. By a wall -- separation.
            c. Over a wall -- blessing to others.

        2. Envied and persecuted. v. 23
        3. He was blessed of God and given a double inheritance. v. 24-26; Ezek. 47:13. Joshua was from Ephraim, one of the tribes of Joseph. Num. 13:8

    B. Benjamin Like A Wolf. v. 27
    It was a warlike tribe and generally allied with Judah. See Judges 20:16,21,22; II Sam. 2:15,16; I Chron. 8:42; 12:2; II Chron. 17:17. Ehud was from the tribe of Benjamin. Jud. 3:15-22. King Saul was also from that tribe. I Sam. 9:1,2. So was Saul of Tarsus (Paul). Phil. 3:5

IV. JACOB'S REQUEST CONCERNING HIS DEATH. v. 28-33
STUDY QUESTIONS
1. "Dan shall ___________ his people."
2. What does "Gad" mean? What would Asher yield?
3. "Naphtali is a __________ let loose."
4. How was Joseph to be a "fruitful bough?"
5. Describe Jacob's prophecy concerning Benjamin.
6. Where was Jacob to be buried?
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LESSON FIFTY-FOUR
THE BURIAL OF JACOB & DEATH OF JOSEPH
Memory Verse: Genesis 50:22............Lesson: Genesis 50:1-26
I. THE HONOUR PAID TO JACOB. v. 1-14
    A. The Period Of Mounting. v. 1-3
        1. Jacob's death recorded. Gen. 49:33
        2. Joseph's private mourning. v. 1
        3. Joseph orders the embalming. v. 2 The Egyptians perfected the art of embalming long, long ago. The existence of Egyptian mummies are mute testimony to this fact.
        4. The public mourning. v. 3

    B. The Plea For A Burial In Canaan. v. 4-6
        1. The request made through official channels. v. 4 It was likely improper for Joseph in his mourning clothes and condition to come into the presence of Pharaoh.
        2. The request based upon Jacob's request. v. 5; Gen. 47:29-31; 49:29-31
        3. The request granted. v. 6

    C. The Procession Of Mourners. v. 7-9
        1. Egyptian officials attended. v. 7
        2. Jacob's family included. v. 8
        3. An armed escort protected. v. 9

    D. The Place Of Burial. v. 10-14
        1. The seven days of mourning at the threshing floor. v. 10-11 It was an emotional scene that greatly impressed the Canaanites.
        2. The sons of Jacob fulfill his request. v. 12,13
        3. The return to Egypt. v. 14

II. JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN. v. 15-21
    A. The Unfounded Fear Of Joseph's Brethren. v. 15-18
        1. They wrongly believed that Jacob had restrained Joseph. v. 15
        2. They plead for forgiveness on the basis of the word of their father. v. 16,17 (As Christians we do the same today.) Note their confession of sin.
        3. The brethren of Joseph, once more fall before him. v. 18 Remember how bitterly they had opposed the idea of doing such a thing. Gen. 37:5-11

    B. Joseph's Well-Founded Forgiveness. v.19-21
        1. Joseph's weeping indicates his forgiveness. v. 17
        2. Joseph knew that God had forgiven them. v. 19
        3. Joseph's belief in God's sovereignty reinforced his forgiveness. v. 20 Joseph does not deny their evil intent, but this was overshadowed by the good intent of God.
        4. Joseph promises to take care of them. v. 21
        5. He handled the whole problem with the utmost kindness. v. 21

III. THE DEATH OF JOSEPH. v. 22-26
    A. The Length Of His Life. v. 22-23
        1. He lived for 110 years. v. 22 Notice how the span of human life was shortening. Isaac lived to be 180, Jacob 147, and Joseph 110.
        2. He lived to see the grand-children of Ephraim. v. 23
        3. He lived to hold the grand-children of Manasseh on his knees. v. 23

    B. Joseph's Dying Request. v. 24-26
    Over 50 years had intervened between v. 21 and v. 22, but neither time, labor, nor joy could shake the faith of Joseph in God's eventual deliverance of His people.

        1. Though dying, he knew the promises of God were sure. v. 24
        2. He evidenced his faith by the request for his bones to be kept and taken to Canaan. v. 25 See Heb. 11:22.
        3. Joseph embalmed and buried in Egypt. v. 26
        4. In Ex. 13:19 and Josh. 24:32, we find how the children of Israel honored Joseph's request. 

    Genesis begins with the creation in all its beauty and perfection; but ends with "a coffin in Egypt." Only one word is needed to describe the reason for the vast change, and it is "SIN."

STUDY QUESTIONS
1. How was Jacob's body to be preserved to be carried out of Egypt?
2. Describe the burial procession that carried Jacob's body to Canaan?
3. Where is the burial place of Jacob?
4. What fear fell upon Joseph's brethren after their father's death?
5. How old was Joseph when he died?
6. What was his request concerning his body?
7. What did Joseph believe concerning Israel returning to Canaan?
8. Describe the beginning and the ending of the book of Genesis? 

