	Sunday, June 9, 2002
	JOSEPH FORGIVES
	Genesis 42:1 – 43:25


All men that God uses greatly, He first prepares greatly. Few are willing to endure the greatness of God’s preparation. God orders both your steps and stops!

Famine was a catastrophe in ancient times, just as still is in many parts of the world today.  Almost perfect conditions were needed to produce good crop because there were no chemical fertilizers or pesticides.  Any variances in rainfall or insect activity could cause crop failure and great hunger because the people relied almost exclusively on their own crops for food.  Lack of storage, refrigeration, or transportation turned a moderate famine into a desperate situation.  The famine Joseph prepared for was severe.  Without God’s intervention, the Egyptian nation likely would have crumbled.

FILL IN THE BLANKS:

1. "Joseph's ten brothers went down to buy __________ in Egypt. But Jacob did not send Joseph's brother______________ with his brothers, for he said, 'Lest some calamity befall him.' " GENESIS 42:3-4

2. "Now Joseph was governor over the land; and it was he who ___________ to all the people of the land. And Joseph's brothers came and ___________down before him with their faces to the earth." GENESIS 42:6

TRUE OR FALSE:

3. So Joseph recognized his brothers, and they recognized Joseph too. GENESIS 42:8

FILL IN THE BLANKS:

4. Joseph said, "You are ___________! In this manner you shall be ___________: By the life of Pharaoh, you shall not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here. Send one of you, and let him bring your brother; and you shall be kept in prison that your words might be tested to see whether there is any truth in you; or else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies!" GENESIS 42:14-16

5. "Then Joseph gave a ________________to fill their sacks with grain, to restore every man's money to his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey." GENESIS 42:25

CIRCLE THE CORRECT WORD:

6. "And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the grain which they had brought from (JERUSALEM, EGYPT), that their father said to them, 'Go back, buy us a little food.' " GENESIS 43:2

TRUE OR FALSE:

7. "So the men took that present and Benjamin, and they took double money in their hand, and arose and went down to Egypt; and they stood before Joseph." GENESIS 43:15

FILL IN THE BLANKS:

8. "Now the men were ____________ because they were brought into Joseph's house; and they said, 'It is because of the money, which was returned in our sacks the first time, that we are brought in, so that he may seek an occasion against us and fall upon us, to take us as _____________ with our donkeys.' " GENESIS 43:18

DISCUSS WITH A PARENT

9. Jacob and his sons had no relief from the famine.  They could not see God’s overall plan of sending them to Egypt to be reunited with Joseph and fed from Egypt’s storehouses.  As you grow older and pray for relief from suffering or pressure, what should you remember about God as you pray?

BONUS QUESTION (Bonus doesn’t mean you don’t have to answer it!)

10.  “that your words may be tested” – Joseph uses this phrase when he tells his brothers to send for Benjamin.  Which part of what the brothers stated in verse 42:13 do you think Joseph is testing?

